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(NewsUSA) – One lucky 
winner will score big when 
participating in Rockstar 
Energy’s “Fuel Your Drive” 
promotion.

With people looking to 
get out and travel more this 
summer, Rockstar Energy 
Drink wants to come along 
for the ride and “Fuel Your 
Drive” to help summer 
road-trippers across the 
country get cash back and 
stay energized to get to their 
next destination.

Beginning with Memorial 
Day weekend, nearly 85% of 
Americans are anticipated to 
have travel plans throughout 
the summer season. In fact, 
75% of Americans intend 
to take at least one road trip 
this summer, most driving 
somewhere within 100 miles 
of their home. 

“With summer travel on 
the rise, we know consum-
ers will need that little bit 
of energy and mental boost 
to make it through long car 
rides, so we’re thrilled to be 
able to bring back the ‘Fuel 
Your Drive’ program,” said 
Sean Bonthuys, PepsiCo 

Rockstar Energy Drink is 
giving away a Jeep and 

$20,000!

Senior Director of Brand 
Marketing, Energy Portfolio. 
“Meeting our consumers’ 
needs has always been one 
of our main priorities as a 
brand, and we’re happy to be 
able to provide new offer-
ings and fan favorites, while 
putting cash back in their 
wallets at the same time.”

Now through the end of 
the year, customers who 
purchase any two Rockstar 
Energy products and text 
‘ROCKSTAR’ and a photo of 
their receipt to 73774, will 
receive $5 cash back – all 
courtesy of Rockstar Energy. 

That’s not all. Rockstar 
Energy will also be giving 
away a Rockstar custom-
wrapped 2024 Jeep Wrangler, 
as well as $20,000, to one 
grand prize winner for the 
ultimate summer road trip.  
Deadline to enter is July 15, 
2024. Participants can enter 
at https://fydsweeps.com/ for 
a chance to win the grand 
prize and earn bonus entries 
by redeeming the cash back 
offer. 

No road trip is ever suc-
cessful without a road trip 

companion – which is where 
the latest Rockstar Energy 
product line, Focus, comes 
in. Available in three zero 
sugar flavors (Lemon Lime, 
White Peach, and Orange 
Pineapple), Rockstar Focus 
contains a unique blend of 
ingredients including Lion’s 
Mane, a mushroom used in 
traditional eastern cultures. 
The zero sugar, calorie free 
beverage delivers functional 
energy and a mental boost 
to help get you through your 
road trip adventures.   Addi-
tional offerings from Rock-
star Energy include Rockstar 
Original and Rockstar Pure 
Zero, which provide sus-
tained mind-body energy for 
up to five hours, and are fully 
charged with B-vitamins and 
formulated with guarana, 
taurine, and caffeine.  

No matter where your 
summer plans will take you, 
Rockstar Energy has your 
back to take you on your next 
epic adventure. For more 
information on Rockstar 
Energy’s “Fuel Your Drive” 
promotion, visit https://www.
rockstarenergy.com/pepsico-
fuel-your-drive-offer-terms. 

Rockstar Energy Drink is Giving Away a Custom Jeep Wrangler and $20,000 To Fuel the 
Ultimate Summer Road Trip.

Washington state ranked 
fourth in the nation for thefts 
by volume with 43,160 ve-
hicles stolen in 2023, an 8 
percent decrease from 2022, 
according to NICB.

• Owners of vehicles stolen 
are “on the hook” without 
Comprehensive Insurance 
Coverage.

 The National Insurance 
Crime Bureau’s (NICB) 2023 
Vehicle Theft Trends report 
shows thefts increased again 
in the United States with more 
than one million vehicles 
stolen last year. Washington 
state, however, saw an 8 per-
cent decrease in auto theft 
but still ranked fourth in the 
nation for thefts by volume 
with 43,160 vehicles stolen 
in 2023 compared to 47,113 
in 2022. The Seattle-Tacoma-
Bellevue Core-Based Statis-
tical Area (CBSA) ranked 
seventh in the nation with 
31,328 thefts last year, a 2 
percent increase from 2022.

In addition to taking auto 
theft prevention measures, 
The NW Insurance Council 
urges vehicle owners to 
consider optional Compre-
hensive or Other than Colli-
sion coverage to help protect 
themselves financially if their 
vehicle is stolen, because it is 
the only type of policy that 
will cover auto theft.

“It is encouraging news that 
fewer vehicles were stolen in 
Washington in 2023 than in 
2022, but even so, auto theft 
remains a significant problem 
in the Northwest,” said NW 
Insurance Council President 
Kenton Brine, who noted 
that 8,000 more vehicles 
were stolen last year than in 
2021. “Insurers are paying 
much higher costs to repair 
or replace stolen vehicles 
than in the past, and those 

higher costs are contributing 
to insurance rate increases for 
consumers.”

Comprehensive or Other 
than Collision Coverage will 
help pay to repair or replace 
a stolen vehicle. This type of 
policy also pays - up to the 
limits of the policy (typically 
after a deductible has been 
paid by the policyholder) - for 
vehicle damage not caused 
by a collision with another 
vehicle, including damage 
from fire, hail, windstorm, 
auto glass breakage and even 
if the vehicle hits a deer.

The NW Insurance Council 
urges drivers talk to their 
insurance company or agent 
to verify if the current auto 
insurance policy they have 
will help if the worst happens 
and their car or truck is stolen.

NICB and NW Insurance 
Council recommend that 
vehicle owners follow these 
tips to help guard against 
auto theft:

• Park in well-lit areas.
• Close and lock all windows 

and doors when you park.
 • Never leave valuables 

inside your vehicle, especially 
if they are visible from outside 
the vehicle.

• Never leave your keys 
inside the vehicle.

• Don’t leave the area while 
your vehicle is running.

• If your vehicle is stolen, 
call law enforcement and your 
auto insurer immediately.

How to Help Stop Auto Theft 
& Insurance Fraud

In some cases, auto theft 
is a form of insurance fraud 
when vehicle owners arrange 
to have their vehicles stolen 
with hopes of collecting the 
insurance money. If you wit-
ness or have knowledge of 
an auto theft, you can report 
it anonymously by calling 
toll-free 1-800- TEL-NICB 
(1-800-835-6422) or submit-
ting a form on NICB’s website.

For more information auto 
theft and insurance fraud, 
visit National Insurance 
Crime Bureau and NW Insur-
ance Council.

NW Insurance Council is a 
nonprofit, insurer-supported 
organization providing in-
formation about home, auto 
and business insurance to 
consumers, media and public 
policymakers in Washington, 
Oregon and Idaho.

Washington ranks 4th in US 
for vehicle thefts by volume

http://www.allstateagencies.com/melody
http://www.bandhbodyrepair.com
http://www.northwestdifferential.com/default.htm
http://www.onbauto.com
http://www.localbrakeshops.com/washington/pro-muffler-and-brake-1935217
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(StatePoint) Whether you’re 
day tripping with family, 
taking a week-long vacation 
with pals, or doing a cross-
country solo drive, summer 
road trips of all kinds can 
be long and exhausting. The 
good news? There are plenty 
of ways to improve the ex-
perience.

• Great Snacks
Road trip snacks are non-

negotiable! They make car 
rides of any length brighter 
and keep drivers and pas-
sengers happy and fueled for 
the miles ahead.

It’s best to have a mix of 
snack options that are easy to 
eat in the car or at roadside 
stops. Carrot sticks, pretzels 
and nuts make great savory 
choices. For an easy, on-the-
go, fruity and juicy snack, try 
Black Forest Gummy Bears 
and Gummy Worms. Now 
juicier, Black Forest Gummy 
Bears and Gummy Worms are 
made in six delicious fruity 
flavors making them a great 

road trip snack. Crafted with 
care, they are made with real 
fruit juice, as well as colors 
and flavors from real sources.

Before hitting the road, 
find Black Forest at a nearby 
retailer by visiting blackfor-
estusa.com.

• Refreshing Breaks
Making great time shouldn’t 

come at the expense of you or 
your traveling companions’ 
comfort. Beyond typical bath-
room breaks and pit stops, 
consider visiting points of 
interest along the route. Ide-
ally, these detours shouldn’t 
add too much additional 
mileage to your odometer or 
time on the road, but instead, 
be designed to break up the 
trip in manageable chunks. 
From a natural landmark to 
a beautiful view, the experi-
ences will emotionally and 
physically rejuvenate your 
party for the next leg of the 
journey.

• Games and Music
Entertainment can help the 

miles pass more quickly. If 
you’re driving alone, prep a 
great playlist or download 
some audiobooks or podcasts 
in advance of the trip so you 
aren’t distracted by flipping 
through your device while 
driving. Try giving each hour 
of the journey a different 
theme – such as songs of a 
specific genre or from a par-
ticular decade, or by letting 
passengers take turns being 
the DJ. You can also pass the 
time playing classic road 
trip games like “I Spy” and 
“Twenty Questions.” Keep 
passengers in the backseat 
occupied, particularly little 
ones, by supplying them with 
portable versions of their 
favorite board games.

• Sustainable Tweaks
It’s easy to reduce your 

impact on the environment 
on road trips, and doing so 
will make you and your travel 
companions feel better and 
more energized about your 
journey!

Road tripping this Summer? Keep these tips in mind

Try turning off the AC and 
feeling the fresh breeze from 
open windows to reduce your 
fuel use. When it comes to 
hydration, bring your own 
reusable water bottles and 
refill them at rest station 
water fountains. You can 

also select snacks wisely. 
Black Forest Gummy Bears 
and Gummy Worms, for ex-
ample, are now available in 
store drop-off recycle-ready 
packaging. Help protect the 
planet by participating in 
the Store Drop Off program, 

conveniently located at retail 
stores along your route.

With delicious snacks, and 
fun games and detours, a road 
trip doesn’t just have to be a 
means to an end, it can also 
be a relaxing and fun part of 
your vacation.

(Family Features) Between 
inventory issues and climb-
ing interest rates, buying a 
vehicle can be quite an ordeal, 
making it an investment worth 
protecting.

Today’s vehicles require less 
maintenance than ever before. 
You can go longer between oil 
changes and many tires are 
rated for longer travel. How-
ever, keeping up with regular 
maintenance remains part of 
your vehicle’s upkeep.

Whether you’ve purchased a 
new vehicle or you’re aiming 
to keep a car or truck you 
already own in good work-
ing condition, these tips can 
help you maintain its peak 

performance and appearance.
Car Wash: At least once a 

month, make a point of wash-
ing your car to remove built 
up grime. Not only is the dirt 
unsightly, but the mess can 
also damage your paint job 
and even the frame. This is 
especially true during the 
winter months when road 
salt splatters your vehicle’s 
undercarriage. Once the tem-
peratures climb back above 
freezing, be sure to wash away 
the salt.

Covered Parking: When 
possible, use a garage or other 
form of covered parking. You’ll 
protect your paint job from 
harsh UV rays, and you’ll 

also limit exposure to bird 
droppings and other poten-
tially corrosive or damaging 
elements in the environment, 
like dust and pollen.

Windshield Wipers: Visibil-
ity is one of the most impor-
tant aspects of safety when 
you’re driving, and windshield 
wiper blades play an essential 
role. Squeaking, streaking and 
failing to clear precipitation 
are all signs your blades need 
to be replaced. Check wipers 
regularly and plan on replac-
ing them at least every 6-12 
months.

Battery: You may not think 
much about your battery as 
long as your engine is turning 
over and your vehicle is run-
ning smoothly. However, even 
a car in good condition can 
have battery damage. At least 

once a year, check 
for signs of battery 
acid. If you detect 
the white powdery 
substance around 
your battery ter-
minals, disconnect 
the cables (nega-
tive first) and apply 
a mixture of baking 
soda and water 
with a wire brush. 
Rinse with water 
and dry before re-
placing the cables.

Air Filter: The 
air filter doesn’t 
just affect the air 
quality in the cabin 
of your vehicle. A dirty filter 
can also cause engine strain 
because it hinders proper air 
flow. Over time, you may even 
notice a decline in gas mileage 

and acceleration performance. 
Many factors affect how often 
you need to replace your filter, 
but a quick visual inspection 
should give you a clear idea. 
Your owner’s manual will help 

Five ways to protect your automotive investment

Photo courtesy of Unsplash

you determine how to access 
the filter; it’s easier than 
people often assume.

Find more practical tips for 
auto care at eLivingtoday.com

http://
http://www.selectautomotivecenters.com
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Tabs & Titles for All Your Toys!

Located South of Safeway Hwy 9 
Between Razzals and Windermere 425-334-7311

Boat tabs 
due June 

30th

Tabs, Title Transfers, Boat Renewals, Tonnage, Notary, Fax
Quick title, Hunting & Fishing Licenses, Discover Pass
VILLAGE LICENSE AGENCY INC

LAKE STEVENS
Open Mon-Fri 10-6 • Sat 10-3

(NAPS)—Driving a car 
means maintaining indepen-
dence for many older adults. 
Driving allows you to shop, see 
friends and family, keep up 
with medical appointments, 
and avoid social isolation. 
But sometimes staying safe 
behind the wheel as you age 
can be a challenge.

Age-related physical and 
mental changes can affect 
your ability to drive safely. If 
you’re alert to these changes 
and manage them carefully, 
you may be able to continue 
driving safely for some time. 

To keep your skills as sharp 
as possible, consider follow-
ing these suggestions from 
experts at the American Ge-
riatrics Society (AGS), health-
care professionals dedicated 
to improving the health, 

Protecting your ability to drive safely for as long as possible

independence, and quality 
of life of older people: 

Check your eyesight to keep 
it as sharp as possible by 
getting a complete annual 
eye exam once you turn 60. 
Test yourself to monitor your 
vision:

• Do you have problems read-
ing street signs? 

• Are you having difficulty 
seeing road or pavement 
markings, curbs, or other 
vehicles or pedestrians, es-
pecially at dawn, dusk, and 
nighttime?

• Is glare from oncoming 
headlights making it hard to 
see when driving at night?

Assess your physical fitness 
to drive by asking yourself:

•  Can I comfortably turn my 
neck to see over my shoulder 
when I change lanes?

• Can I easily move my foot 
from the gas pedal to the 
brake? Can I easily turn the 
steering wheel?

•    During the past year, have 
I fallen one or more times?

•  Do I regularly walk more 
than a block a day?

•    Can I raise my arms above 
my shoulders?

Perform a reality check on 
your attention span and reac-
tion time:

• Are you overwhelmed by 
signs, traffic signals, and car 
and pedestrian traffic, espe-
cially at busy intersections?

• Does it seem harder to 
merge into traffic on the 
highway?

•  Do you take any medica-
tions that make you sleepy, 
dizzy, or confused?

•  Do you feel less confident 

about driving at highway 
speeds?

•  Do you react slowly to 
cars entering your roadway, 
or to cars that have slowed or 
stopped in front of you?

Pay attention to changes and 
warnings:

• Have friends or family 
members expressed worries 
about your driving?

•  Have you ever gotten lost 
on familiar routes or forgotten 
how to get to familiar destina-
tions?

•   Has a police officer pulled 
you over to warn you about 
your driving?

• Have you been ticketed 
for your driving, had a near 
miss, or a crash in the last 
three years?

•   Has your healthcare pro-
vider warned you to restrict 
or stop driving?

Consider Getting a Profes-

sional Driving Assessment
If you’ve experienced driving 

problems like these or are wor-
ried about your ability to be 
a safe driver, consider getting 
a professional assessment of 
your skills. 

Occupational therapists 
trained as driving reha-
bilitation specialists can 
evaluate your driving skills 
and strengths, as well as any 
physical, visual, and cogni-
tive challenges you may face. 
They can also evaluate your 
ability to operate a vehicle 
safely and, if needed, recom-
mend ways to reduce your 
risks.

Driving rehabilitation spe-
cialists are trained to evalu-
ate older drivers for:

•    Muscle strength, flex-
ibility, and range of motion

•  Coordination and reac-
tion time

• Judgment and decision-
making skills

• Ability to drive with spe-
cial devices that adapt your 
vehicle to your needs

The specialist may recom-
mend ways for you to drive 
more safely after the evalua-
tion. Suggestions may include 
getting special equipment 
for your car or helping you 
sharpen your skills. 

Not sure how to find a driv-
ing rehabilitation specialist? 
Talk to your healthcare pro-
vider or contact the Ameri-
can Occupational Therapy 
Association for a directory. 
You can also visit the AGS’s 
public education website, 
https://www.healthinaging.
org/driving-safety, for more 
safe driving resources for 
older adults and caregivers.

Vehicles and wildlife can be 
a lethal combination on Wash-
ington roads. As the weather 
gets colder and days get 
shorter, drivers face a greater 
risk of collisions as deer and 
other wildlife migrate from 
the mountains and unexpect-
edly dart across roads and 
highways.

Washington drivers have a 
one-in-286 chance of hitting a 
deer, according to a 2022/2023 
analysis by State Farm. And 
the Washington Department 
of Transportation (WSDOT) 
reports that more than 1,500 
wildlife/vehicle collisions are 
reported annually. Many

    

Attention Drivers: Watchout 
for deer and other wildlife

collisions go unreported, 
however, which means that 
number is likely much higher. 
Based on the number of 
deer and elk carcasses re-
moved from state highways 
by WSDOT each year, the 
number of vehicle and wildlife 
collisions is likely over 5,000.

“Collisions between vehicles 
and large animals can cause 
severe damage and serious 
injury to drivers and passen-
gers,” said Kenton Brine, NW 
Insurance Council

president. “Using caution 
and staying alert can save your 
life and eliminate the need for 
costly vehicle repairs.”

Brine said a standard Auto 
Insurance policy will pay for 
damage to your vehicle, less 
the deductible, if you hit a 
deer or any other animal, but 
only if you have optional Com-
prehensive Coverage. Another 
optional coverage – Personal 
Injury Protection, or “PIP” 
coverage – can pay medical 
expenses for the driver and/or 
injured passengers, regardless 
of who is at fault in a collision.

“All drivers are required by 
law to carry an Auto Liability 
Insurance policy when they 
drive, which provides coverage

See DEER on next  page

http://www.snohomishweldingandmuffler.com
http://www.jamiestransmission.com
http://www.a1autoservicecenter.com
http://www.fsteddie.com/?y_source=1_NDgxOTI1OS00ODMtbG9jYXRpb24ud2Vic2l0ZQ%3D%3D
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to pay for injuries or damage 
suffered by others in an acci-
dent which is your fault,” Brine 
said. “But to pay for damage 
to your own vehicle from a 
collision with wildlife, you’ll 
need Comprehensive cover-
age, which is an inexpensive 
addition to your auto policy. 
It’s also wise to consider PIP 
coverage in case you or others 
in your vehicle suffer injuries.”

NW Insurance Council offers 
the following defensive driv-
ing tips to help you avoid 
wildlife while on the road:

• Be attentive from sunset to 
midnight and the hours just 
before and after sunrise. These 
are the highest-risk periods 
for deer-vehicle collisions.

• Drive with caution when 
moving through wildlife-
crossing zones, in areas known 
to have large deer and elk pop-
ulations and in areas where 
roads divide agricultural 
fields from forestland. Also be 
aware that wildlife collisions 

also happen on 
city arterials 
and suburban 
neighborhood 
streets.

• Deer seldom 
run alone. If 
you see one 
deer, others 
may be nearby.

• When driv-
ing at night, 
use high-beam 
h e a d l i g h t s 
when there is 
no oncoming 
traffic and no 
cars directly 
ahead of you.

• Brake firmly when you 
notice deer or elk in or near 
your path and stay in your 
lane. Many serious crashes 
occur when drivers swerve 
to avoid an animal and hit 
another vehicle or lose control 
of their car.

• If you hit an animal, pull 
over and call law enforcement 

to direct you to your next step. 
Some states have special re-
quirements regarding animal 
collisions.

• Always wear your seatbelt. 
The National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) estimates that seat 
belts saved the lives of 14,955 
people in 2017.

For more information about 

insurance, contact NW In-
surance Council at (800) 
664-4942.

NW Insurance Council is a 
nonprofit, insurer-supported 
organization providing in-
formation about home, auto 
and business insurance to 
consumers, media and public 
policymakers in Washington, 
Oregon and Idaho.

Deer Continued from previous page

Information from WSDOT
Collision reports 
Local and State Patrol officers submit to us when there’s 

a human injury or fatality, or property damage exceeding 
$1,000. On average, we receive 1,500 reports each year, with 
167 human injuries and one human fatality. However, based 
on the number of deer and elk carcasses removed from state 
highways by WSDOT maintenance staff and citizens, we know 
that the number of collisions is much higher.

Carcass removal by our maintenance staff 
We’ve tracked the number of deer and elk carcasses re-

moved by our agency since the mid-1970s. These numbers 
suggest that a minimum of 5,000 collisions with deer and 
200 collisions with elk occur each year.

Citizen salvage records 
Since July 1, 2016, it’s been legal for citizens to salvage 

road-killed deer and elk, provided they obtain an online 
permit within 24 hours of removing the animal. We obtain 
these records periodically from the Washington Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife. In the first year of legal salvage, 
citizens reported the removal of 652 deer and 127 elk from 
Washington highways.

By combining this data we get a good sense of where col-
lisions are occurring. We use that information to develop 
proposals to reduce or eliminate the problem.

(BPT) - In these inflationary 
times, the cost of owning a car 
seems to increase on a daily 
basis. The price of buying a 
car is growing, and so is the 
cost of operating one. We all 
want personal transportation 
and the joy of car ownership, 
but the statistics are chal-
lenging.

Simply purchasing a car 
is more costly than ever. 
The prices of new and used 
vehicles skyrocketed in the 
aftermath of the COVID-19 
pandemic. According to J.D. 
Power, new-vehicle transac-
tion prices shot up 13% in 
2021 and then surged up 
another 13% in 2022. The 
increases moderated a bit 
last year, but prices haven’t 
fallen.

The prices of used vehicles 
have escalated even more 
rapidly over the last several 
years as consumers who 
couldn’t find an affordable 
new car have turned to the 
used car market. Again, the 
prices have moderated in 
2023, but used vehicle prices 

are up at least 20% versus 
their level in 2021.

At the same time, the cost 
of maintenance and replace-
ment parts has also zoomed 
up. So has the hourly rate of 
auto repair labor. 

The economic news re-
gardi ng  t ranspor tat ion 
costs is challenging. Still, 
the auto experts at Mercury 
Insurance have a suggestion 
that could change the way 
you look at these costs. The 
suggestion is to treat your 
vehicle as an investment, not 
an expense.

“Many personal finance 
experts define automobiles 
as expense items,” said Justin 
Yoshizawa, director, Product 
Management State. “While 
that is generally true, viewing 
your vehicle as a long-term 
asset just might change the 
way you purchase and main-
tain your cars. And it will 
probably save you money.”

Viewing your vehicle as 
a long-term asset implies 
that you will purchase it 
differently, finance it differ-

ently and maintain it dif-
ferently. Rather than seeing 
your vehicle as a piece of 
equipment that needs to be 
replaced frequently, like a 
cellphone, for example, it may 
be smarter to treat your car 
as a long-term asset that you 
can feel comfortable owning 
and driving for years, which 
could save you thousands of 
dollars.

Mercury offers these sug-
gestions for viewing your car 
as an investment:

• Buy the right car. Choose 
a vehicle appropriate for 
your long-term needs with 
the expectation that you will 
drive it for the next 10 years. 
With that in mind, the car you 
purchase should offer a low 
cost to own based on good 
dependability and reliability, 
low maintenance and repair 
costs, good fuel economy, and 
low cost to insure. 

• Consider a used vehicle. 
Smart shoppers will find that 
two- to three-year-old used 
cars, trucks, SUVs and vans 
are much less expensive to 

purchase than the equivalent 
new vehicles. The savings 
could easily reach $10,000 or 
more for a premium-brand 
SUV. Buyers who might be 
afraid of “getting a lemon” 
when they buy a used car 
should consider certified pre-
owned (CPO) vehicles. These 
vehicles are hand-picked and 
meticulously inspected prior 
to being sold, and they are 
backed with a warranty very 
similar to a new-car warranty.

• Finance responsibly. The 
absolute best financing is 
buying the vehicle with cash. 
When you do that, you im-
mediately acquire complete 
ownership of the asset (the 
car), and you never face fi-
nancing expenses or monthly 
car payments. In this era of 
high interest rates, that is a 
giant advantage. If you can’t 
purchase an appropriate car 
with cash and you need a car 
immediately, then borrow as 
little money as possible for 
as short a term as possible. 
This will save you hundreds of 
dollars in interest payments 

versus the typical car loan 
that is now stretching toward 
six years in length.

•  Keep the vehicle. The key to 
gaining financial advantage 
from viewing your car as an 
asset is owning it for a long 
period of time. While the 
average car on the road today 
is over 11 years old, typically, 
cars that age have had several 
owners. Instead, your goal 
should be to maintain your 
vehicle so it is useful to you for 
at least a decade. This implies 
preventative maintenance 
and, yes, some repairs over 
time. But while repairing a 

vehicle is more expensive 
than it used to be, it is still 
far cheaper than replacing 
the vehicle with a new car, 
truck or SUV.

“The days when new ve-
hicles would rust out and 
wear out in just a few years 
are over,” Yoshizawa said. 
“Today’s new and late-model 
used vehicles have long, 
useful lives ahead of them. 
Buying the right vehicle and 
continuing to maintain and 
repair it as needed is the best 
way to assure yourself the 
lowest personal transporta-
tion costs.”

View your car as an investment and improve your finances

http://www.leavitt.com/northwest/?utm_source=BINGlisting&utm_medium=organic
http://locations.autovalue.com/wa/monroe/1347151/
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• 24 Hour Service
• Emergency Roadside Assistance 

• Major Credit Cards Accepted
• We Tow Harleys 360-568-0918

(BPT) - Lowrider cars have 
been a rich symbol of empow-
erment and a unique form of 
artistic expression for those 
within the lowriding com-
munity. Much of this culture 
was highlighted for more 
than 40 years in the pages 
of Lowrider magazine, until 
it was shuttered in 2019. But 
now, Modelo, a beer born in 
Mexico that celebrates those 
who drive culture forward 
and embody the mark of a 
fighter, has teamed up with 
MotorTrend to bring back 
Lowrider magazine - with a 
twist. To spotlight those who 
haven’t always received rec-
ognition, this special-edition 
issue champions the women 
of lowriding across every 
page of the issue.

Historically, depictions of 

women in Lowrider maga-
zine were often limited to 
models on the hoods of cars. 
This limited-edition revival 
highlights the women behind 
the wheel who have fought for 
their place as drivers, build-
ers, mechanics, painters and 
welders in a male-dominated 
community.

Bringing Lowrider back 
came with a lot of grit, de-
termination and passion 
- something that Modelo is 
always looking to bolster. 
With the help of MotorTrend, 
a leader in the automotive 
publication world, the two 
assembled the perfect team 
to get the job done. The one-
time re-issue of Lowrider is 
made by women, for women 
- from the collaborative effort 
of photographers, creative 

directors, writers, as well 
as editorial direction by Dr. 
Denise Sandoval, a univer-
sity professor of Chicana/o 
studies.

Dr. Sandoval shared how it 
was a true passion project 
working on this all-women 
issue of Lowrider magazine. 
“With lowriding popularity 
at an all-time high, com-
bined with the rise of car 
clubs exclusively for women 
members and car clubs led 
by women, 2024 felt like the 
perfect moment to spot-
light the women who have 
impacted lowrider culture,” 
said Dr. Sandoval. “Lowrid-
ing is about the cars, but it’s 
more than that. It’s also about 
the culture and community 
that’s built around the cars 
that enabled our community 

A look at the (re)making of Lowrider Magazine

to express themselves and 
visualize our story.”

This special edition of Low-
rider magazine is available 

to view at MotorTrend.com/
Lowrider.

• The Washington State 
Traffic Safety Commission 
(WTSC) reports that 596 
people died from distracted 
driving between 2017 and 
2021. In 2022 distracted 
driving caused 115 fatalities 
in Washington state.

• The Washington State 
Patrol reports that it has 
contacted or stopped 6,601 
distracted drivers so far 
in 2024, and over 28,000 
distracted drivers were 

stopped in 2023.
• In addition to a fine, 

having a distracted driving 
ticket on your record could 
increase your insurance 
premium, insurers report.

  In 2021, distracted driv-
ing killed 3,522 people in 
the United States, according 
to the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administra-
tion (NHTSA). In 2023, the 
Washington State Patrol 

stopped over 28,000 dis-
tracted drivers.

Dist r ac te d  dr iv i ng  is 
broadly defined as activity 
that take a driver’s attention 
off  the road. Washington 
State’s distracted driving 
law places tougher restric-
tions on cell phone use while 
behind the wheel along with 
violations for other distrac-
tions while driving, such as 
eating, reading or grooming. 
And keep in mind, a dis-

tracted driving ticket could 
cost more than just the fine.

“Distracted driving is a 
public safety and public 
health issue that destroys 
lives and damages property, 
which is of great concern 
to everyone, not just insur-
ance companies, so we hope 
drivers are beginning to 
make better choices when 
it comes to cell phone use 
in their vehicles,” said NW 
Insurance Council President 
Kenton Brine.

Distracted driving infrac-
tions are included in state 
driving records, which are 
available to insurance com-
panies. More insurers now 
report that a distracted driv-
ing infraction 
on your record 
could increase 
what you pay for 
auto insurance, 
in some cases by 
as much as 20% 
or more.

“ W h e t h e r 
your own insur-
ance premium 
will be affected 
by a citation for 
distracted driv-
ing, and what that impact 
could be, will vary depending 
on the circumstances, your 
overall driving record and 
on your insurance company 
and policy,” Brine said. “It’s a 
good idea to check with your 
insurance company or agent 
to find out more about those 
potential consequences.”

Brine said an informal, 
non-scientific survey of in-
surance companies writing 

auto insurance policies in 
Washington conducted by 
the NW Insurance Council 
suggests that many compa-
nies respond to increases in 
citations and crashes blamed 
on distracted driving by im-
posing surcharges or higher 
premiums for policyholders 
who are cited for distracted 
driving – especially if the 
citation came as the result 
of a collision. Premium im-
pacts could include the loss 
of a “good driver discount” 
plus a 2-4% rate increase, 
Brine said.

But the potential rate in-
crease could be much steeper, 
he said, if the citation came 
in connection with other 

infractions, like speeding 
or running a red light, or if it 
also involved a crash.

“In cases where a collision 
or other additional violation 
also occurred along with the 
distracted driving citation, a 
policyholder could expect to 
see a 10-20 percent increase, 
or more,” Brine said.

Al l  distrac t ions are  a 
reason for concern, but cell 
phone use while driving is 

A distracted driving ticket could cost you more than just a fine
the riskiest distraction for 
drivers.

In recent years, studies 
have found a correlation 
between an increase in 
auto crashes and distracted 
driving. As a result, the cost 
of insurance has increased 
as well because loss costs 
– payments made to treat 
injuries, repair damaged 
vehicles and property and 
defend insured drivers in 
legal actions – have risen.

“The best defense against 
auto crashes and high insur-
ance costs is simple,” Brine 
said. “When you’re driving, 
keep your hands on the 
wheel, your eyes on the 
road, and your mind on your 

driving.”
F o r  m o r e 

i n f o r m a t i o n 
a b o u t  D i s -
tracted Driv-
ing, visit the Na-
tional Highway 
Traffic Safety 
Ad m i n i s t r a -
tion’s website. 
For more infor-
mation about 
d i s t r a c t e d 
driving or auto 

insurance, contact NW Insur-
ance Council at 800-664-4942 
or visit www.nwinsurance.
org.

NW Insurance Council is a 
nonprofit, insurer-supported 
organization providing in-
formation about home, auto 
and business insurance to 
consumers, media and public 
policymakers in Washington, 
Oregon and Idaho.

Washington State’s distracted driving law places tougher restrictions on cell phone use 
while behind the wheel along with violations for other distractions while driving, such as 
eating, reading or grooming. 

http://www.lbauto.com
http://
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AUTO PARTS

Highway Auto Supply
20014 Hwy. 2 • Monroe
360-794-4151

NAPA - Snohomish 
  Auto Parts
920 Second St. 
Snohomish
360-568-4158

NAPA - Monroe Auto
   Parts
200 N. Lewis St. 
 Monroe
360-794-6500

AUTO REPAIR

A1 Auto Service
406 SE Everett Mall 
Way # 101 • Everett
425-355-2900

Airport Welding &
    Muffler
10312 Airport Wy. 
Snohomish
360-568-3533
snohomishwelding
andmuffler.com

B & H Auto Body
   Repair
9516 Airport  Way
Snohomish
360-568-7676
www.bandhbodyre
pair.com

Jamie’s Transmission
501 Maple Avenue
Snohomish
360-568-0220
jamiestransmission.

com

L & B Auto Repair
8023 79th Ave. SE 
Snohomish
360-568-2918
lbauto.com

NW Differential &
   Auto Care
211 S. Lewis St. 
Monroe
360-805-2868

Lake Stevens 
   Automotive
9105 Vernon Rd.
Lake Stevens
425-397-9830
selectautomotive-

centers.com

ONB Automotive
    Repair
3002 Grand Ave. 
Everett
425-317-9618
onbauto.com

Pro-Muffler & Brakes
2129 Wall St. 
Everett
425-257-1090

Smiley’s Pro Lube
506 E. Main Street
Monroe
360-794-9096

Snohomish 
   Automotive
121 Avenue D 
Snohomish
360-568-3182
selectautomotive-

centers.com

INSURANCE

All Seasons 
   Insurance
425-280-4313
colleen@allseason-

susa.com

Allstate-Melody
    Grondahl
7024 Evergreen Way
#B • Everett
425-355-1613
allstateagencies.com/

melody

Leavitt Group NW
1010 SE Everett Mall 
Way • Everett
800-726-8771
leavitt.com/northwest

StateFarm - Bill Holt
812 Second St.
Snohomish
360-568-8505 

LICENSING

Julie’s Licensing
1331 Broadway Ave.
Everett
425-252-3515

Snohomish Auto 
   Licensing
510 Second St., #C
Snohomish
360-568-8836

Village Licensing
    Agency
9327 4th St. NE #7
Lake Stevens
425-334-7311

Whitfield’s Auto 
   Licensing
19677 SR 2 #106 
Monroe
360-794-5678
whitfieldslicensing.

com

POWDER COATING 

Powder Ccoating 
   Inc.
11324 Mukilteo 
Spdwy #7 • Mukilteo
425-743-4393
powdercoatinginc.
com

TIRES

Fast Eddie’s Tire 
   Pros
8810 Evergreen Way • 

Everett
425-355-7110
fsteddie.com

TOWING

Angel Towing & 
   Transport
8023 79th Ave. SE
Snohomish
360-568-0918

We Are Here to We Are Here to 
Serve You!Serve You!

Call These LocalCall These Local  
Businesses for Businesses for 
Your Car Care Your Car Care 

Needs!Needs!

• Auto insurance premi-
ums can vary by hundreds 
of dollars depending on 
several factors.

• Shopping around and 
comparing rates, deduct-
ibles and discounts will 
help reduce the cost of auto 
insurance.

• Auto insurance premi-
ums are based in part on 
the vehicle’s price, the cost 
to repair it and its overall 
safety record, so check with 
your insurance company or 
agent and compare rates 
for coverage before you 
buy a car.

 Drivers nationwide are 
facing significant increases 
in auto insurance premiums, 
driven by various factors 
ranging from escalating ve-
hicle repair costs, inflation, 
an increase in vehicle thefts 
and more frequent severe 
weather events, to name a few. 
Fortunately, there are options 
to explore to help cut down 
the cost of your auto insur-
ance premiums.

According to Bankrate, a 
financial website and pub-
lication, the average cost of 
full auto insurance coverage 
increased by 26 percent over 
last year, with some states ex-
periencing sharper increases 
than others. In Washington, 
the average annual premium 
for full coverage in 2024 is 
$1,643.

The insurance rates you pay 
for your car can vary dra-
matically depending on the 
insurance company, agent or 
broker you choose, the types 
of coverage you request and 
the kind of car you drive. If 
you’re shopping for a car, 
or an auto policy, consider 
these tips to maximize your 
protection and manage your 
costs:

 1. Comparison shop before 
you buy: Get at least three 
quotes from different insur-
ance companies. Prices for 
the same coverage can vary 
by hundreds of dollars, so it 
pays to shop around for an 
insurance company, agent 
or broker that fits your auto 

insurance needs.
2. Raise your deductible: 

Choosing a higher deduct-
ible can lower your premium 
costs. Just be sure to have 
enough money set aside to 
pay the higher deductible if 
you have a claim.

3. Reduce optional insur-
ance on your older car: It may 
not be cost-effective to have 
Collision or Comprehensive 
coverage on vehicles worth 
less than $1,000 or worth 
less than 10 times the in-
surance premium, because 
any claim you make would 
not substantially exceed the 
annual cost and deductible 
amounts. Websites such as 
Kelley Blue Book and True-
Car are available to look up 
what your car is worth.

4. Consider buying a “Low 
Profile” vehicle: Vehicles that 
are expensive to repair, or are 
a favorite target for thieves, 
often have much higher 
insurance costs. Be sure to 
check into the insurance 
costs of a particular vehicle 
before you buy it.

5. Bundle your insurance: 
Many insurers offer a dis-
count if you purchase two 
or more types of insurance 
from them, such as home-
owners and auto insurance, 
or insure more than one 
vehicle. It’s important, how-
ever, to compare costs for a 
multi-policy discount from 
a single insurer with buying 
your insurance separately 
from different companies.

 6. Maintain Good Credit: 
Most states allow insur-
ance companies  to  use 
your credit  score when 
calculating your insurance 

rates, and research shows 
that people who effectively 
manage their credit make 
fewer claims. Be sure to regu-
larly check your credit and 
correct any errors you may 
find in your report.

7. Take advantage of dis-
counts: Most insurance com-
panies offer a variety of 
discounts to their custom-
ers. Some companies offer 
discounts to motorists who 
drive less than the average 
number of miles per year, 
or to drivers who carpool to 
work. Some insurers offer 
discounts for more than 
one vehicle, no accidents 
in three years, defensive 
driving courses, anti-theft 
devices and good grades for 
students who are under your 
policy. Talk with your insur-
ance company representative 
about discounts for which you 
may qualify.

Keep in mind that your 
driving record will impact 
what you pay for auto in-
surance as well. Those who 
have a clean driving record 
generally pay less than those 
with driving citations, such 
as distracted driving, speed-
ing and driving under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol.

For more information about 
property and casualty insur-
ance, visit NW Insurance 
Council’s website at www.
nwinsurance.org.

NW Insurance Council is a 
nonprofit, insurer-supported 
organization providing in-
formation about home, auto, 
and business insurance to 
consumers, media, and public 
policymakers in Washington, 
Oregon and Idaho.

Did your auto insurance go up? 
Here’s some options to help manage the cost

http://www.powdercoatinginc.com
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506 E Main Street, Monroe  •  (360) 794-9096

Quick Lube and Oil Changing 
Service

SMILEY & IRENE CRESWELL, CO-OWNERS

Fast, Friendly and Honest Service

Summer break time is here, 
which means college stu-
dents will be making their 
way home.  Along with the 
sunscreen, reservations and 
phone chargers, families 
should also make sure insur-
ance is included in the plans.

“Even for the shortest car 
trips, it has become a habit 
for us to protect ourselves and 
our passengers by making 
sure we’re buckled in before 
we drive,” said Kenton Brine, 
NW Insurance Council presi-
dent. “Insurance is like a 

Is your college student home for the Summer?
‘safety belt’ for your financial 
security, so make sure you’ve 
reviewed your policies and 
know you are protected before 
you and your loved ones hit 
the road over Summer break.”

You may have made changes 
to your Auto Insurance Policy 
when your child moved away 
to college. If they live on 
campus without a car and 
don’t visit home often, it likely 
made sense to take your child 
off your auto policy if your 
insurance company allowed 
a temporary, or even perma-

nent, exclusion.
If your college student is 

coming home for Summer 
break and needs to use your 
car, even if just for an emer-
gency, be sure to call your 
insurance agent or company 
to make sure your child is still 
covered by your auto insur-
ance or can be added back to 
the policy.

If your plans include renting 
a car, there are a few things 
to know about rental car 
insurance. Your current 
personal auto insurance 

coverage typically extends 
to a rental car within the 
United States, but you may 
want to consider adding rental 
car insurance from the rental 
car company for extra protec-
tion and for convenience. 

Even though your auto 
insurance coverage extends 
to car rentals, it may still be 
worth spending the extra 
money to purchase rental car 
insurance. Check with your 
insurance agent.

If you are in an accident in 
your rental car you may be 
charged a “loss of use” fee by 
the rental car agency while 
the car is in the shop getting 
fixed unless you bought rental 
car insurance.

If you do purchase rental 
car insurance, make sure to 
thoroughly read the contract 
so you understand what is and 
isn’t covered.

Some credit cards also offer 
rental car coverage when you 

book the rental using the 
card. Ask the card company or 
bank to send you their cover-
age information in writing. 
Insurance benefits offered 
by credit card companies 
differ depending on both the 
company and the bank that 
issues the card.

For more information 
about Property & Casualty 
Insurance, visit NW Insurance 
Council at nwinsurance.org or 
call 800-664-4942.

By Robert Bobo
 
If you go by today’s stan-

dards (and according to 
some people), classic cars 
are bad for the environment 
and shouldn’t be on the road 
anymore for a variety of 
reasons. Afterall, modern 
cars are faster, more reliable, 
handle better and are more 
economical. Basically, they 
are better in all respects oth-
erwise they would just make 
the same models today, right? 
Nope. Not only do these cars 
and trucks still exist but the 
market for them continues 
to thrive in nearly every way.

Why?
Well first, there’s the design 

of the car itself. Classic cars 
were created very much in a 
world where designers used 
pencil and paper to create 
elegant shapes and flowing 
lines. There were no rules to 
stop them part way through 
when software told them it 
would just not be possible 
to build or be safe to drive. 
Many times, those were at-
tempted and fixed more as 
an afterthought to go with 
the design and not the other 
way around. The point being 
older designs (for nearly 
everything) are really beau-
tiful in many unique ways 
and in shapes that modern 
designers don’t seem to create 
anymore, let alone that can 
actually be built. They were 
imagined in the mind and 
were not stifled by overbear-
ing laws constraining what 
they saw in their head and 
drew. Sometimes over and 

Why do people love classic cars so much?
over until it was just right 
and not with just a mouse 
movement and click.

One of my favorite cars, the 
1965 Chevrolet Corvair Corsa, 
would never even exist. Ac-
cording to the human Twitter 
troll of the time, Ralph Nader, 
it never should have been 
built, but it was. Having had 
several in the shop over the 
years, I can honestly say that 
I have never felt “unsafe at 
any speed” in one any more 
than I have on any ride at a 
local carnival. Actually, if the 
choice was given of the two, 
I would go with the Corvair. 
Ironically, bumper cars that 
went half the speed of sound 
with just a one size fits all lap 
belt and a padded steering 
wheel back in the day were 
fine.

The ways things are made 
today removes a lot of the 
character from what could 
have been. That is because 
they are all built with mass 
production “systems” using 
computers and robots on 
the production lines that 
are soulless. The machines 
pump out identical parts 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week, 
with the goal of doing one 
thing: hitting the quotas 
set by the manufacturer to 
blindly maximize efficiency 
and shareholder profit.

On the other hand, in days 
gone by it was a largely 
manual process performed 
by craftsmen using simple 
tools and decades of experi-
ence that were learned and/
or passed down. They had to 
create and fit body panels by 

hand and eye. They adjusted 
little things here and there 
from the aesthetics to me-
chanical workings and the 
results are creations that have 
withstood the hardships of 
daily usage and the passage 
of time.

Speaking of mechanical, 
don’t even get me started! 
All cars now are essentially 
a sealed unit made up of 
various components that are 
basically unserviceable by 
the average person. This was 
introduced gradually over 
time to remove the aspect of 
repairing something yourself 
and needing to either hire a 
manufacturer-trained expert 
to do it or have to take it back 
to the dealership.

This ultimately has evolved 
into the local mechanic and 
their shop disappearing more 
and more each day. Every-
thing now is controlled by a 
computer that relies on chips 
and must mainly be serviced 
with expensive tools and yes, 
more computers. Things 
like drive-by-wire throttle 
system, traction control, 
electric steering/electronic 
clutch, and an ABS braking 
system, etc. did not exist back 
in the day. What did exist was 
something you could prob-
ably fix with anything in your 
toolbox (or your mechanics 
set-up that you dreamed on 
having) and a trip to the local 
auto parts store. I still miss 
the sounds and smells of both. 
Everything is so sterile now 
and God Forbid you walk into 
any service bay.

Now, all vehicles are de-

signed to improve efficiency 
and safety which undoubt-
edly has saved many lives. 
However, they often rob a car 
or truck of its character and 
feel. Older machines are the 
real deal. They are all tuned 
to work together in harmony 
with ever so delicately bal-
anced mechanical systems 
comprising of hundreds or 
thousands of individual regu-
lar parts moving (or staying 
put) together.

The driver is a direct exten-
sion to the machine. There 
is nothing like manually 
providing input and getting 
direct, unfiltered and imme-
diate feedback through the 
limited controls and gauges 
available. You really feel in 
control whether it is adjusting 
the fuel/air mixture manu-
ally with a choke, choosing 
the right gear, letting out 
the clutch or simply having 
to turn on and off a wiper 
motor in just the right spot. 
It is an amazingly authentic 
experience that we don’t get 
from modern vehicles.

Classic cars are not about ef-
ficiency and speed, although 
many attain plenty of the 
latter. They are about the 
feeling, style, craftsmanship 
and the pride you can’t help 
but feel owning one. These 
are the things that make them 
timeless. These machines not 
only appeal to car lovers, but 
also to those who appreci-
ate the design, engineering, 
design, and history. Mostly, 
we all have memories with 
at least one attached. Pulling 
into a real service station with 
the dinging bell, your dad or 
brother working on one in the 
driveway…even riding to a 
wedding or a funeral.

It makes me so happy to see 
the eyes light up in a younger 
person the first time they are 
behind the wheel stunned 
how what they are driving 
even exists, or someone more 
towards the end of their life 
getting a rush of flashbacks all 
at once. Besides the fact that 
they are generally a practical 
and enjoyable investment, 
these are all reason enough 

to keep these “relics” around. 
Each time is like an adventure 
and not just a solution to get 
from Point A to Point B. It will 
be a sad day when that is all 
there is, and the biggest thrill 
possible is maybe getting a 
shock plugging in your car 
at night.

Classic car owners don’t 
go on a journey to reach a 
destination, but instead the 
journey is the destination.

Author’s Bio: For the past 
seven years Mr. Bobo has 
managed and expanded Bobo’s 
Rods & Customs in Seattle 
and is now in the process of 
relocating to Sarasota now. 
He is a well-respected ASCCA 
certified inspector, appraiser 
and custom designer in the 
industry producing many cars 
through Bobo’s Body Shop with 
several being shown and sold 
on national television.

Don’t forget to follow us on our 
new FB page! https://facebook.
com/bobosrodsandcustoms

Article source: https://article-
biz.com

1965 Chevrolet Corvair Corsa Photo courtesy of Classic.com

Julie’s Licensing ServiceJulie’s Licensing Service
VEHICLE • VESSEL • TITLE TRANSFERS

RENEWALS • TONNAGE • PERMITS • NOTARY

NEW ADDRESS: 1331 Broadway • Everett, WA 98201

If it has a motor, and you drive it... If it has a motor, and you drive it... 
We can help you out!We can help you out!

425-252-3518425-252-3518
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10:00 am - 6:00 pm 
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